
 
 
 

CARGO 
There are three points to consider when 
carrying loads: weight, location and 
security. 

Weight 
Every motorcycle has a maximum load 
specified by its manufacture.  It is the 
difference between empty and the 
maximum allowable weight of the 
motorcycle and its load, including the 
operator and passenger.  Other things 
add weight too, such as saddlebags, tank 
bags, luggage racks, etc.: don’t overload 
these either.  Check owner’s manual for 
weight limitations and recommendations 
for tire pressure and suspension 

adjustments. 

Passengers 
Carrying a passenger can affect the way a motorcycle handles.  The weight makes starting out more difficult and reduces 
acceleration capability.  More time and space will be required for passing.  It may also increase stopping distance.  Stability 
may be affected in turns and curves.  Here are some additional tips: 

· Adjust the suspension and tire pressure per owners manual. 
· Be sure a passenger is properly attired. 
· Keep both feet on the ground and the brakes applied while passenger mounts.  Have engine started and in neutral. 
· Avoid abrupt acceleration and deceleration, and go easy on lean angles when cornering, especially inexperienced 

passengers. 

· Passenger should avoid leaning or turning around, keep feet on footrests, hang on to rider or hand holds and avoid 
hot or moving parts 


